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Green Jobs Definition:  
Green jobs are jobs* that contribute to a sustainable environment by:  

• Protecting or restoring ecosystems and biodiversity  
• Reducing resource consumption and inefficiency  
• De-carbonizing the economy  
• Minimizing or altogether eliminating all forms of waste and pollution1 

  
Green jobs in this respect include jobs that either generate goods or provide services that benefit 
the environment, for example, green buildings or clean transportation or jobs that contribute to 
more environmentally-friendly processes, for example, by reducing water consumption, 
improving recycling systems, developing sustainable energy solutions, while also generating and 
supporting the wellbeing of people2. 
 
We see green jobs on a spectrum, being more or less green depending on their relative effects on 
the ecological environment.  
 

*Jobs in this definition are understood as decent jobs. Decent jobs must encompass opportunities 
for women and men to obtain productive work in conditions of freedom, equity, security, and 
human dignity, and in which women and men have access on equal terms3. In this sense, green jobs 
consider the effects on the social and ecological environment and must be structured in line with 
ILO’s four pillars of decent work – employment creation, social protection, rights at work, and social 
dialogue.   
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